\ Deiir and Joem 8/15/90 

In writing yesterday about the middle-east situation I was interrupted often -md 
oon wxl. be again when I take Jil shopping. I mentioned the absence of real analysis in 
hiit x ve seen and heard out did not point out some of what should have been considered 
by the government and by the media and offered to the media by the goverment ^ch 
should make a real effort to i.-h'orm the people and hasn’t. ^ 

Balt bl d °wh»t k 5° V/ ^ the ’ riaeS haS carried but -’ ve seen the Wash. Post, the 
alt. nun, what <u? send? to small papers and I’ve followed TV carefully at night and radio 
intermittently in the early morning. * b 211(1 radao 

whgt h - 1 ^ ZZ Z ZZ f}^ 9±3 of what Saddam is really up to, or why he decided to do 
fiXniXw w at ^ tlL f ’ 0r ^ assessment of his glancing of risk against bone- 

tv m whab he . raa y/ et do * 0r ox the consequences of any move he mig it make. Or whether 
be Jd wheS nUing the leadershi P/control role is correct. Or what the costs to us can 
ZnZtZZZ r Can e x-' eC , T Qejiningful contribution to sharing those costs from the 

n ® tatea ’ Particularly the wealthier ones like Japan and Germany. There is much 

m^t S°^ d + ^ aV n b ! Sa 311(1 pres( ' nted to the people and hasn’t been by the govern- 
ment or oo the best of my knowledge in the media. * 

.. . • f Ust S3ppose ’ for eXaia P le , that Iraq getd Iran's cooperation. I t hink that given 

the hestoiy of the Muslim states such abrupt turnarounds are not at all impossibletlran 
also lias enormous debts and problems and when the price of oil goes up they get more 
revenue a. no greater cost. A war situation also rallies the people behind the govern- 
ment m power and reduces the effectiveness of those opposed to the government. 

bnnhi ZZ th f 1 n ° St 11113111:1 States these 1121(3 Israel ^ d have that in common, too. 
ombmed they have very considerable military power in the area they share and they rep- 
resent an enormous percentage of petroleum production, esp. with Kuwait added to Iraq's. 

host obvious of the reasons Saddam did this at this time is that he could see little 
real choice for himself, his economic situation being that bad and Kuwait’s exceeding QffiC's 
agreed production, which drove the price down, gave liim a real excuse to his people. In his 
evaluation he has to have been aware that confiscation of his foreign assets was a real 
possibility and legitimate claims can be made for restitution. 

He may or may not have considered other factors favorable to his endeavor. 

The Bush administration is avoiding any mention of hostages. It has euphemisms for 
the word, as JFK's administration used "quarantine" for "blockade," the latter meaning that 
a state of war existed, and is an act of war. 

oing along witn this is the total absence of any consideration of how we can re- 
taliate against him if he uses chemical and germ warfare. How can we when he holds more 
than a million peoples of other countries hostage? Can we safely bomb his cities? Or even 
thiik of using nuclear weapons? There is no real retaliation possible exceut economic. If 
he were to be invaded in a ground-war effort to throw him out he would still have count- 
less hostages, including about 2,500 Americans. Being able to hold so many may account 
for his blitz and his lying to mislead and lull the rest of the world. 

Bid he face internal problems of which He" did not know that impelled v n to defuse 
it by compelling support in a war situation? (if he did that may increase the possibility 
of attempted assassination.) 

Ivape and theft have been reported but appear to have been spotty, with most if not 
all ol the theft from the wealthier arabs. But that they existed, with no reports of any 
punishment, represents a tlireat to those who fight him because, it is inherent that there 
can be more rape, more thievery. Cu4 tj ri\ j tUh~a& ■ 



^ d °® S thla uean for the U,S * otlier tlLari an enormous increase in the national 
debt. V.xll we be as ve were xn Korea and \fiet ham, bearing the other great costs almost' 

\i°™L ^ ° asualties? tod providing most of the men and equipment and ships and 

planes and the costs they represent? will it entail even further reductions in the urgent 
oocxai needs tha^ were so greatly xncreased by the neagan administration and the great 
costs they inllxct?Vxll it mean more inflation? Is there any re^ enable way of forecasting 
when and how these great costs will end? Is it likely that our military involvement will 
xast a long txme, exther because there is no rapid resolution or because the nature of 
.he resolution requires it? Will we have to keep so much of our navy in the eaea for a 

r e -dsj 1 ^' 11 1,6 d ° U t Can thS rSSt ° f thG WOrld depend on getting the oil it so desparately 

, . , , t0 ne that Germany and Japan are the wealthiest countries depending on 

cxl from that region, the two who would have to pay more for the inflated price Saddam 
ascaused an the present and would cost in the* future if ho gets away with this. Yet 
J ve seen nothxng xndxcating that either has offer to assume some of the really great 
costs we yxrtually alone are bearing. I This also has economic benfit to them, not only 
tecause they are not spending a fair share on the costs but also because it makes us 
even less competitive with them.) 

Does he think he can emerge from this with what can be considered a victory".’ hoes 
be think that would give him most authority and following in the huslim world? What does 
it mean for the rest of the world if he gets away with it? Other than greatly increased 
cost for essential petroleum. What does it mean to Israel, particularly if he and Iran 

do get together one way or another? Can he or they convert this also to Israel's injury - 
or worse for it? 

What does it mean for Israel that we are now providing more military things to Egypt? 

Can it lead to any internal changes in the muslin, mostly the arab world? Especially 
Saudi <irabia? In so, what will that mean in the cost of pertojrlum? While most of that world 
has represive governments, the Saudis seem to be closer to a medieval government than most. 

T heir masses have reason to long for change. 


again unexpected interruptions. 


Best, 


,, il i hf 



